HIDDEN CITIES 3: MAROILZIA

Novel by ltalo Calvino

ANALYSIS OF THE TEXT

A sibyl, questioned abour Marozia's fave, said, 'l see
two clties: ene of the e, one of the swallow.”
This was the ncerpretacion of che oeacle: today
Marczin is a ciry where all ran chrough leaden pes-
mges like packsof f th
veeth the lefrovers which fll from che reeth of the
st vorscicus ones; but & new centary e sbour o
bagin in which all che inhabitancs of Maroziswill fly
likee swallows in the sumener sky, calling ooe another
a in & game, showing off, their wings still, as they

wwoap, clearing gom

“It is rime for the cenrury of the mt o ¢nd and
the eentury af the swallow to begin,” the more de-
termined auid, 1o fict, dlceady bensath thegrimand
pecry-rarvish-domindon, you could sense, amoag the
less abvious people 8 pondering, the peeparstion of &
swallowlike Right, beading for the transparent ait
with a defr Sick of the til, then tracing with theic
wings' blade che curve of an epening horizos.

T bawe come back to Manasis after many years: for
same time the sibyl's prophecy is considered w have
come true; che old century i dead and buried, the
new i it it climox The city has surely changed,
and perhaps for che berrer, Bus the wings [ have seen
maving sbout are those of sspicious umbeellis
andet which hesvy eyelids are lowered; there are peo-
ple who belive they ace fying, bus it is already an

U achievement if they can gee off the gmund fapping

their batlike overcoars.
It also bappens that, if yowmove-along Marozia's
compacewalls, when you least expect it, you see a
. Then, an in-
stant later, it has already vanished. Perhaps every-
thing liss in knowing what words 0o speak, what ac-
tions to perform, and in what order and thychm; or
else someone s gize, answer, gesture i3 enough; it is
enough for someone to do someching for che sheer
pleasare of doing it, and for his pleasure to become
the pleasure of others: at thar moment, all spaces
change, all heights, distances; the city s transfig-
ured, becomes cryscalline, transperent as a dragonfly.
But everyching muse happen as if by chance, without
areaching too much importance to it, withour insise-
ing chaxr you are pecfocming a decisive cperation,

remembering clearly thar eny moment the old Maro-
ziwewill return and solder irs ceiling of srore, cob-
webs, and mald over all heads.

Was the oracle misraken? Noe¢ necessarily. I in-
tetpret it in this way: Marosia consises of two cities,
the rat's and the swallow's; both change with time,
but their relationship does not change; the second is

PERSPECTIVE FRAME 1 - WORK IN PROGRESS

the one about ro free irself from the first.

E

The city of "Marozia consists of twe cities, the rat's and the swallow's;
both change with time, but their relationship does not change; the
second is the one about to free [tself from the first.” While the rat
symbolizes life in a cramped and confined environment, the swallow
signifies a life of freedem and grace. Their relatienship, therefore,
symbolizes the struggle toward a better life.

Version one The wall is not tall enough

Final version emphasise on the light and shadows
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Rich vs Poor, Optimism, Version One Added annotation

Economic and Hierarchical Relationship.

Final version with sun light

ISOMETRIC FRAME - WORK IN PROGRESS

Poorly use materials to communite frame Version four Final version with the valts as the tornado.

Columns were group together and scaled up
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DETAIL MANIPULATION

“Marozia consists of two cities, the rat’s and the swallow’s; both change with time, but their
relationship does not change; the second is the one about to free itself from the first.”

The swallow represents a life of grace and freedom, while the rat represents life in a con-
fined and cramped environment. The struggle for a better life is exempilified by their rela-

tionship.

* Confined Space, yet Free and Graceful

* Renaissance Art Style

* Extend upward

« Both in the past and present, the rat and the swallow depend on belief-driven systems, 1 Confined space of bricks
yet their positive perspective profoundly influences their hierarchical nature. made of columns

« Optimistic atmosphere - Their relationship represents the struggle for a better life. 2 Time transition upwards

* Time travel upwards. 3 Two distict tornados repre-

* In perspective one, the man is holding a cross can be seen in the second perspective, sent the relationship between the
he appears as an elderly man dressed in white standing in front of the king. swallow and the rat
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ISOMETRIC NOTATION FIELD
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3000 mm

Scale 1:30
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PERSPECTIVE FRAME 2

The second is the one about
fo free itself from the first

PERSPECTIVE FRAME 1

Marozia consists of two cities,
the rat’s and the swallow'’s;
both change with time,
but their relationship does not
change;
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The city of *Marozia is comprised of two cit-
ies, the rat’s and the swallow'’s; their relation-
ship remains constant, despite the fact that
both undergo transformations over time; the
latter is on the brink of breaking free from
the former.” The swallow represents a life of
grace and freedom, while the rat represents
life in a confined and cramped environment.
The struggle for a better life is exemplified by
their relationship.

P1 (The Carrying of the Cross) is the city
that was divided intfo the hierarchies of the
rich and the poor. however, are subject to
change over time, their relationship remains
constant. The primary characterin P1 would
be the man who appears to be Jesus, as
well as the soiler who stands besides him.
The atmosphere appears to be immoral, yet
it is optimistic about the dawn of a new era
(Jesus Christ).

P2 (Ossian Receiving the Ghosts of French
Heroes, 1802) represents the start of a new
erqa, with the French Revolution firmly estab-
lished on the right and a godly firgue in front
of him. The man in the background is wear-
ing a crown, indicating the emperor of the
time. Golden tornadoes provide a vivid rep-
resentation of historical references. The pas-
sage of fime within a historical context.
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